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Riham Shendy: Founder of Tuta-Tuta.com, a website that streams audio

and video Colloquial Egyptian Arabic rhyming translations of popular
foreign” children’s books
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Riham launched Tuta-Tuta to encourage reading to young Egyptian
children in the spoken dialect, the language they effortlessly understand
.— their mother-tongue

In July 2018, Riham Shendy quit her ten-years job as a Senior Economist
at the World Bank in Washington DC, and focused on growing her project
Tuta-Tuta and on analytically researching the topic of the Arabic
.Diglossia in relation to children’s literature
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Riham currently lives in New York with her German husband and twin
children, Ali and Leila. She loved reading to her children since they were
six months old, but faced challenges because of how Arabic children’s
books are only available in classical Arabic - fusHa, a language she
.wasn't talking to her children in
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She wanted to read to her children stories in colloquial Egyptian. As she
got more exposed to children's books, she liked many modern “foreign”
books that were fantasy-based, written in rhymes, and with concealed
moral messages. She started translating these books into colloquial
Egyptian rhymes to read to her children. Riham realized that many moms
in Egypt and abroad shared the same desire to read to their young
children in the language they effortlessly understand - a’amiya, so she
started her website to share her translations. Read more here:

http://bit. Iy/2PTNVgM
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