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Riham Shendy: Founder of Tuta-Tuta.com, a website that streams audio
and video Colloquial Egyptian Arabic rhyming translations of popular
foreign” children’s books
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Tuta-Tuta.com is a website that streams audio and video Colloquial
Egyptian Arabic rhyming translations of popular “foreign” children’s
books. Tuta-Tuta is an effort to encourage reading to young Egyptian
children in the spoken dialect, the language they effortlessly understand
.— their mother-tongue
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In July 2018, Riham Shendy quit her ten-years job as a Senior Economist
at the World Bank in Washington DC, and focused on growing her project
Tuta-Tuta and on analytically researching the topic of the Arabic
.Diglossia in relation to children’s literature
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Riham currently lives in New York with her German husband and twin
children, Ali and Leila. Both Riham and her husband speak to their
children in Arabic and German, respectively. She loved reading to her
children since they were six months old, but faced challenges because of
how Arabic children’s books are only available in classical Arabic - fusHa,
a language she wasn't talking to her children in, and a language children
.only learn in school and command after several years of schooling
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https://www.facebook.com/thewomenofegypt/?ref=nf&__tn__=%3C-R&eid=ARDUGe2KIBxP-i98Bl8rqn7RbqlEfw2F85jjITMyIZjCxqyqV8a-EzL5ydN7ndaQywTGkrtUZT-aBsJQ&hc_ref=ARSfLcgmAloZ591HZEeIcavFqMbyBM0dH7aDH1006wD7vZO1WBqG2exiHqaAkn73E04&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZ-6PiXquXx3ZTH0b7L05TfX42ugmS9Ir2tbeSMjb8M3-dB6Ew0-Yd63sAnTAqKaB3ojLFFp0yZXUPgC-J0Xw73H1-_LjUiVQxJiey61L4SDlYwLFMAuhYY4z9Z8GSZTMCY6PvZVhrwwGTkfASMOji-xdWXf7Np7kqkMkeeOGPPnBKj7Z9QBf28sCqdW89jv89lco8pwimgkviC8bht04Oi9isHD8tq_eijUq4z2sbbVy2tDacgPYbr8Lh0mS0IaRXwbm0o8ED1FSGRu0d6oQ6b4lzz7dCzzSB27oQZTAlqIss0bmXEFE0eQqCXOFkEHke5DdFH3qQus9NQBJ7XstacQ
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She wanted to read to her children stories the same way her
grandmother told her stories and similar to how her parents enjoyed Abla
Fadeela colloquial stories. As she got more exposed to children's books,
she liked many modern “foreign” books that were fantasy-based, written
in rhymes, and with concealed moral messages. She started translating
these books into colloquial Egyptian rhymes to read to her children.
Riham realized that many moms in Egypt and abroad shared the same
desire to read to their young children in the language they effortlessly
understand - a’'amiya, so she started her website to share her
.tfranslations
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Riham Shendy has a Doctorate Degree (PhD) in Applied Economics from
the European University Institute in Florence, Italy and received a
Masters of Science (MSC) in Quantitative Development Economics from
the University of Bristol, in the United Kingdom. She graduated from the
American University in Cairo with a Bachelor of Science (BSc) in
.Economics
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She is also a published author in peer reviewed academic journals and
has various analytical studies published by international organizations
(Such: The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund). Most
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tuta-tuta.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2wcWShamMHL2-1v2rbYA43GZismZfywU1DfjbOZrM9eL3n5OiBCGDdPI8&h=AT1DCkpNQETrHmFzuEnplKJ41e21hzBb96L8wPlymoGkVo_ahvR-xuoyl9D70oK4kDkPO_LI0i-iSpPm_ceWdQbDFqypDKAZK7izgHzwy0Uaf7D8xcc-PzVfye85Gez44jn8nevK-7mMLrSK0Y6x5OVM69J9PqG3saebUgBVLx863iC5EDKVVBWkQYDMXP5VRdco05L788xrvF7OpR2Kqhz_zbQxVrq-QH7zkl5fPZ-HBWxyXjbm5arsfOKNVMnfCKBtQFtVbBFk8P_6cGrnxdJ-Q5XzysBC4dnpF4bEXmnRI8rdKOY4R1EVCW1vmY0300jvRDABJiCtkcIu1TJ_eeLCGJtbL8sDYeGeewLitqXMSYP0xPTvdFuRbDOusuyK3mrOhKYbQ2nazPuyjz-Kx4qerxQ1kkGsh0gB3cYKlpxLCat5qRlNr5BrKH1sY3SLWLZK37yB4glv_MpwtO_5VnkZL_mPtdJUJPtyceL5LNdf7gdPNlPGFc1Wy2gBMacRGvm9YlCrbUYPi5ty00iv_RWThyNgQ5NLAxBvpv-8bR44PiVIk2usPhpfoZe1Di0pGWDJ-BWXoCthNCZ3CyqvjLXSfBi-W-DG9I0RixbjtsaiJ6GtRTVSd9iYDsXQPR79lLZG86Pi
https://www.facebook.com/TutaTuta2016/?__tn__=K-R&eid=ARDVhDibeSlw1_hP-IbE8T-U1ADXYUShtPcVfBabhfx28M9uwWZdhqvC4S-dYq1fl6HxTYNQiNbKUVqc&fref=mentions&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARDZ-6PiXquXx3ZTH0b7L05TfX42ugmS9Ir2tbeSMjb8M3-dB6Ew0-Yd63sAnTAqKaB3ojLFFp0yZXUPgC-J0Xw73H1-_LjUiVQxJiey61L4SDlYwLFMAuhYY4z9Z8GSZTMCY6PvZVhrwwGTkfASMOji-xdWXf7Np7kqkMkeeOGPPnBKj7Z9QBf28sCqdW89jv89lco8pwimgkviC8bht04Oi9isHD8tq_eijUq4z2sbbVy2tDacgPYbr8Lh0mS0IaRXwbm0o8ED1FSGRu0d6oQ6b4lzz7dCzzSB27oQZTAlqIss0bmXEFE0eQqCXOFkEHke5DdFH3qQus9NQBJ7XstacQ

recceliuy, nireviualy 2V ig, nilidill pulislicyu uic papcl 1T1Ic LiIHTHLtaluvlio
of Reading to Young Children in Literary Arabic: The Unspoken Struggle
with Arabic Diglossia,” in the academic journal Theory and Practice in
Language Studies. It is the first study to address the challenges of
reading stories to children in a language diglossia situation. You can read
:the paper here

http://dx.doi.org/10.17507/tpls.0902.01

Visit Tuta-Tuta.com website here: https://www.tuta-tuta.com

:Facebook page here

/https://www.facebook.com/TutaTuta2016
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You can catch Riham this month in Cairo reading from her translations in
the Storytelling event at Diwan Heliopolis (on March 22) and at Diwan
Zamalek (on March 29)

/https: //WWW facebook.com/events/848810132146627
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